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A Study of the Child-Bearing Desire with a Low Fertility Rate
The Research Team of “Child—Bearing Desire and Behavior in Jiangsu”

Abstract: The paper is a preliminary report about a survey conducted in Jiangsu province during
2006-2007 by the research team. The survey collected data on the child—bearing desire, attitudes to child—
bearing, the family plan, and determinant factors, exploring relationships among the fertility policy, child—
bearing desire, the family plan and practice. The main findings indicate that the child-bearing desire and
actual fertility of women of child—bearing age are both far below the replacement level; there are gaps be—
tween the desired number of children and the actual number of children as well as the permitted number of
children by policy; as the opinions on the role and value of children held by women of child—bearing age
change, spiritual demand is the most important reason for having children; birth control policy still affects
people’s child—bearing desire and practice, but is no longer the chief determinant while people’s decision
on childbearing is influenced by economic, social and cultural factors.
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